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the river by the position of the moon and
stars, Sandeman and I, taking an or-
derly with us, left the party to follow
leisurely while we trotted on, for I
was anxious to report our success to
Sir John Inglis as speedily as possible;
but we had not gone more than a mile
or two when the sky became so thickly
overcast with clouds that not only was
the darkness intensified, but our beacons
were lost to view. We had to fall into
a walk, and very cautiously did we move;
for if we did unfortunately lose the pro-
per direction there was no certainty that
we might not fall in with a stray carnp
of the enemy, who at that time infested
the district.
Presently we came in sight of a number
of twinkling lights, and held a debate
as to whether we should make for them
or not. We decided, however, that it
would be prudent to avoid them, so we
moved on in the opposite direction; and
after a while came across a small hamlet,
the watchful dogs of which all com-
menced to bark in chorus. Into the vil-